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Cultural Landscapes 

 

How To Apply:  A Simplified Process

 

Historic Sites:  

Landscape significant for its association with a historic event, activity, or person. Examples 

include battlefields and president's house properties.

 

Historic Designed Landscapes:

  A landscape that was consciously designed or laid out by a landscape 

architect, master gardener, architect, or horticulturist may be associated with a significant person(s), trend, or 

event in landscape architecture; or illustrate an important 

according 

to design principles, or an amateur 

gardener working in a recognized style or tradition. 

 

Aesthetic values play a significant role in designed landscapes. Examples include parks, campuses, and 

estates.

 

Historic Vernacular Landscapes:  

A landscape that evol

ved through use by the people whose activities or 

occupancy shaped that landscape. Through social or cultural attitudes of an individual, family or a 

community, the landscape reflects the physical, biological, and cultural character of those everyday lives

. 

Function plays a significant role in vernacular landscapes. They can be a single property such as a farm or a 

collection of properties such as a district of historic farms along a river valley. Examples include rural villages, 

industrial complexes, and a

gricultural landscapes.

 

Ethnographic Landscapes:  

A landscape containing a variety of natural and cultural resources that 

associated people define as heritage resources. Examples are contemporary settlements, religious sacred 

sites and massive geological s

tructures. Small plant communities, animals, subsistence and ceremonial 

grounds are often components.

 

 

How To Apply:  A Simplified Process

 

 

 

Cultural Landscape Concepts

 

The competitive grants program supports projects 

that are based on one or more of the 

f

ollowing concepts:

 

 

Context:  

Consider the appearance of existing roads, driveways, buildings, yards, 

fences and planting

s.   New construction should take into account:

 

 

·

 

Protection of Views

—

Consider what the view from the road, river and next to historic 

p

roperties will look like?

 

·

 

Site Planning

—

Incorporate design elements which preserve distinctive characteristics.  

Include open space in the design.

 

·

 

Roads and Driveways

—

Concrete or asphalt are the best choices for new construction.

 

·

 

Entrances

—

Consider using a

n existing structure or reusing materials from a historic 

building.  Avoid using brick or stone masonry.
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Notice of Funds Availability
Department of the Interior Heritage Partnership Programs

Funding Title                                                Cane River National Heritage Area 
                                                                       Competitive Grants Program
Announcement Type                                    FY 2009 Heritage Funding 
Open Date




 Monday, February 16th
Closing Date




 Friday, April 13 5:00 P.M. CST 
                                                                        [received not postmarked]

Funding Type                                                Preservation; Conservation; Research
                                                                        Development
Funding Priority                                            None
Eligible Applicants                                        Local, regional, state and non- state        

                                                                        entities and individuals                                          

                                                                                           
Award Ceiling



 None

Award Floor




 $1,000
Matching Requirements


 50/50

General Information                                      This document supersedes previous

                                                                         funding guidelines
Contact Information                                      Katherine Johnson
                                                                        Assistant Director/ Award Administrator    

                                                                        Phone:  318.356.5555
                                                                        kjohnson@caneriverheritage.org
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CANE RIVER

NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA



Cane River National Heritage Area was established by Congress 1994 and is one of 37 national heritage areas in the United States. A national heritage area is a place recognized by Congress for its unique contribution to the American experience. Natural, cultural, historical and recreational resources combine to form a distinct landscape reflecting both the geography of the area and its uses by the people who live there.

The heritage area concept was developed  in the 1980s as a way for residents, in partnership  with local, state and federal governments as well as nonprofit and private sector interests, to develop and carry out a plan to conserve an area’s special, irreplaceable qualities.

Cane River NHA located in northwestern Louisiana is a largely rural, agricultural landscape known for its historic plantations, Creole architecture and multicultural legacy.  Historically, this 116,000-acre region lay at the crossroads of French and Spanish colonial realms.  Today, it is home to a distinctive blend of cultures, including French, Spanish, African, American Indian and Creole.  Cane River NHA feature many significant sites such as the Natchitoches National Historic Landmark District and Cane River Creole National Historical Park that assist in telling the story of the Cane River area.

A federal commission currently guides National Heritage Area programs and activities.  Commission members are appointed by the Secretary of the Interior and represent a cross-section of the community.

How To Apply:  A Simplified Process

VISION

It is the vision of the Cane River National Heritage Area Commission that the people who call this nationally significant place home remain connected to its stories, present-day lifestyles, traditions and celebrations that reflect this region's heritage.  

Competitive Awards Program

Funding Objectives
Viable projects must show a solid relation to one or more of the following objectives:

· Preserve, conserve, interpret and promote the resources, cultural landscapes, and history of the Cane River region;
· Conserve, interpret and promote the understanding of cultures of the Cane River region;
· Increase visitation and public participation through enhancement of programs and special events related to historic preservation, cultural conservation, education and heritage tourism;
· Provide opportunities for residents in the region to assist in preservation and education;
· Promote local partnerships with organizations, educational institutions, businesses and individuals;
· Compliment the Cane River Creole National Historical Park.
Funding Standards
All projects are obligated by the following standards which are:
· awarded on a one year basis;
· required to produce a one to one match;
· required to be located in Cane River National Heritage Area or must have a distinct and/or significant impact on economic and cultural heritage development to this region;
· Bound to show a clear benefit to the public.
Funding Types
Subject to program monies preservation, conservation, research and development projects are slated for funding.
	           PRESERVATION
	Eligible Activities
	Match 
	Compliance

	Stabilization and/or restoration of historic properties and resources at least 50 years old Listed on or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.
	Will consider endeavors that assist in the stabilization and/or repair, and restoration of historic properties and resources.

They include, bricks and mortar and materials conservation. 


	At least 25% Cash and 75% In-kind
	Local, State and
Federal 

Structures benefiting from federal monies must be available for public viewing at least 12 days annually.

Applicants must address how they plan to implement ‘public viewing’ in the submitted proposal.




National Register of Historic Places

How To Apply:  A Simplified Process
1. Submit a cover letter to the State Historic Preservation Office: 

· Stating what your property is, where it’s located, and why it is historically significant to the Cane River region. 

· Requesting that your property be listed or deemed eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.

· Stating that you are applying for a Preservation/Restoration grant through the Cane River National Heritage Area and your deadline for submission is April3, 2009.

· Ask for a letter of determination on your property to submit with your grant application.

2. Submit supporting documentation with your letter to the State Historic Preservation Office which include:

· Photos of the interior and exterior of your property.

· Historical data on your property.

3. Mail cover letter, photos, and information to:

National Register Coordinator




Division of Historic Preservation, Office of Cultural Development




P.O. Box 44247, Baton Rouge, LA 70804

How To Apply:  A Simplified Process

Requests have a typical turn around time of about three weeks.
For more information call (225) 342-8160

	                    RESEARCH
	Eligible Activities
	Match 
	Compliance

	Applicants must show the ability to complete proposed project within the required timeframe.  Deliverables produced must be made easily accessible to the public. 


	Will consider endeavors that assist in the discovery and documentation of history and culture in Cane River NHA.

Areas of interest include archaeology; ethnography; history; linguistics; architectural history; and other related disciples.


	50:50  

cash or in-kind


	None


	           DEVELOPMENT
	Eligible Activities
	Match 
	Compliance

	Projects must be located in Cane River NHA or must have a distinct and/or significant impact on the National Heritage Area and heritage unique to this region.  


	Will consider endeavors that are creative, culturally sensitive, and educational that enhance the area and extend the resident and visitor experiences.  
Projects include planned events, seminars, tours, displays, brochures, and other related products, materials or services.


	50:50

Cash or in-kind
	None


	           CONSERVATION
	Eligible Activities
	Match 
	Compliance

	Projects must be located in a defined cultural landscape within the heritage area and occur in close proximity to at least of the types of cultural Landscapes. one of
See Cultural Landscape Descriptions attachment.  


	Will consider endeavors that assist in the conservation of sensitive landscapes, such as those adjacent to nationally significant historic properties in Cane River National Heritage Area.

Example projects include:

..Smart Growth Planning

..View-shed 
..New Development 

..Historic Landscape  

  Surveys

..Landscape Stabilization   

   Plans

..Cultural Landscape  

  Inventories

..Landscape Preservation    

  Maintenance Plans

	At least a 25% Cash     and a 75% in-kind
	None



Additional information detailing appropriate design styles and landscape materials may be found in the Finding Common Ground booklet.  

The booklet can be obtained by contacting Katherine Johnson at:


Cane River National Heritage Area Commission



452 Jefferson Street, suite 150



Natchitoches, LA 71457



318-356-5555 kjohnson@caneriverheritage.org 
FUNDING CALENDAR

Submissions should arrive to the national heritage area office on the date announced.  The funding cycle deadline is 5:00 p.m. CST.  

There are no exceptions.  Faxed applications are not acceptable.  Hand-delivered applications will be accepted up to the deadline occurring on regular business days. 
Important Dates for this cycle are listed below:

	Feb. 16, 2009
	Funding guidelines and applications released

	April 13, 2009
	Last day to submit competitive award packets

	April 14, 2009
	Technical review begins

	April 16, 2009
	Notification of ineligibility mailed

	April 20, 2009
	Criteria review begins

	Week of

May 11, 2009
	Award  recommendations  to full Commission

	Week of

May  18, 2009
	Commission approval process

	Week of

May 25, 2009
	Notification and cooperative agreements are mailed

	June 12, 2009
	Cooperative agreements must be fully executed

	June 15, 2009
	Cooperative agreements become active

	June 14, 2010
	Cooperative agreements expire


TRAINING & OUTREACH
Technical assistance is made available to all applicants and potential applicants in regards to the funding guidelines, application procedures and submittal of a packet.   
The Commission also acts as an initial resource for information on grant writing basics, preservation and conservation efforts, requirements of the National Register of Historic Places, and research of historic structures.  

OBTAINING APPLICATIONS
Applications and guidelines are available by:

· Download in Microsoft Word format from Natchitoches Preservation Network at www.natchitochespreservation.ning.com under ‘Groups’ and Cane River National Heritage Area
· Email request sent to kjohnson@caneriverheritage.org 

Note:  Please note that you must submit a current application to be  

          eligible for funding.  

FUNDING GUIDELINES
Eligible Applicants

· Public and private non-profit organizations demonstrating a tax exempt or equivalent status.
· Public or private educational institutions such as universities, public and/or private educational systems.   
· Private educational institutions must meet the requirements for non-profit organizations.
· Governmental agencies such as local, parish, and state libraries, municipalities, and agencies of state government.
· Tribal Organizations such as local, parish, state, or organizations located out of state with historical ties to the region.

· Commercial Entities such as businesses must hold a current occupational business license.
· Individuals who are residents or non-residents of Natchitoches Parish sponsored or not sponsored by a public or private non-profit organization.
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Request Amounts and Limitations
Funding requests less than $1,000 will not be considered for funding.  The Commission may, at its discretion award partial funding to any request.
Matching Funds Requirements

Match amounts must be a non-federal source of funding and must be documented with copies of paid invoices.  All heritage area funds and matching funds must be used exclusively for expenses incurred within the grant period as specified in the cooperative agreement.  
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REVIEW PROCESS
Technical Review
The review process ensures every complete submission is properly and fairly considered.  Prior to evaluation by the review panel, administration staff will assess each application to ensure it includes the necessary required documentation.
Incomplete application packets will not undergo criteria review.  Written notification of submission packet status will be mailed to applicants.
Criteria Review 

A review panel comprised of historical preservation, conservation, education and business professionals provide merit ratings of applications based on standard criteria listed below: 
· Well-defined project goals and a plan of implementation for those goals.

· Clear contribution to the heritage area grant program objectives
· Ability of the applicant to manage and complete the project as presented
· Budget justification

Funding recommendations are then made to the Commission based on merit ratings, funding requests, and available funds.
Notice of Award
Applicants are officially notified of approved awards within one week of Commission approval.  
Some projects could be partially funded.  As such, successful applicants will be asked to accept or decline the award amount at the time of notification. Cooperative Agreements are created upon acceptance of approved grant awards.

APPLICATION COMPONENTS
The application form is comprised of different components that provide basic and detailed information about the applicant and project.  
Application responses preferably should be typed using Arial 10 point font with 1 inch margins.  Complete all sections as directed and include a signature of the applicant (for individuals) or authorized official (for all other entities). 

Requests for funding must be submitted on the 2009 application form which may not be altered in any manner.

Face Sheet
The face sheet is the first page of the application and requests general information about the following:

· Applicant type
· Applicant contact information

· Project type

· Project information

· Project funding

· Applicant funding history in regards to Cane River National Heritage Area

· National Register information for preservation projects

· Project summary 

Project Narrative

The Project Narrative describes your project in detail.  Questions related to the following subjects should preferably be answered on the application in the space provided, OR this format may be expanded onto separate sheets and is limited to four (4) pages.  The narrative includes the following section headings
Applicant Profile 

· History and general purpose (organizations)

· Service areas and population served (organizations)

· Professional overview (individuals)

Proposed Project
· Statement of purpose/problem
· Target population impacted
· Specific project goals  
· Parallel of project goals to funding objectives
· Public benefit
Project Scope and Timeline
· Action items proposed to achieve project goals

· Time allotment per each action item
Project Management

· Applicant experience
· Project team  assignment and qualifications 

Project Deliverables
Final materials or products resulting from project
Budget Summation and Justification
The summary provides an overview of the projects financial sources and how third party funds will be used.  It should include all project-related costs, including those funds supported by the applicant and third party cash and in-kind contributions.  Applicants should complete all applicable sections of the summary on the application form in the space provided.   

Appropriate budget items include: 

· Consultant

· Contract




· Personnel




· Travel

· Equipment

· Supplies

· Construction/Conservation Materials

· Marketing

· Other (costs necessary for the completion of the project not normally placed in the above listed categories)

Budget Justification (Explanation)
The justification provides a description of each detail contributing to a budget item total.  Applicants should complete all applicable sections of the summary on the application form in the space provided.   

· Consultant :   
Include fees, honoraria and expenses paid for consulting and professional services of individuals or organizations that are not paid staff of your organization.   

 Include the following information:

· Name/Consultant Type

· Service/No. of Days & Rate                                                                                                                      

· Additional Information

· Contract :
 
 Include non-construction payments for services from professional entities participating in the project. 
Include the following information:

· Name/Contract Type/Service                                                  

· No. of Days & Rate

· Additional information

· Personnel: 
All staff salaries that are allocated to the project.  Identify each position, salary, % of time devoted to the    project, and the source of funding.

Include the following information:

· Name/Position Title/Duties  
                                                                                           

· Wage/Rate or Salary/% used on project

· Additional Information

· Travel:
Build the budget at the sponsoring organizations’ standard rate.

However, grant funds can be used to pay for expenses calculated at the following rate:  travel by private car at a rate established by the National Heritage Area (contact staff for current allowable rate); coach train, air fare, or bus fare as established by the carriers; and lodging at a rate not to exceed $100.00 per night.  
All amounts in excess of these should be supported by the applicant or through in-kind donations.

Include the following information:

· Name/Position Title

· Travel Dates & Destinations/Lodge/Per Diem and Airfare/Mileage                                                                                                            

· Additional Information

· Equipment: 
Include nonexpendable personal property having a useful life of more than one year and a purchase cost of $5,000 or more.

Include the following information:

· Item/Vendor/Qty/Cost                                                                                                                        

· Purpose/Use after project

· Additional information

· Supplies:
Include such consumable items as postage and general office supplies; expendable equipment valued less  than $5,000 with less than two years of useful life; and any other supplies necessary to carry out the project.

Include the following information:

· Item/Vendor/Qty/Cost                                                                                                                       

· Purpose

· Additional information

· Construction/Conservation Materials:   
Items of preservation work that will have a direct cost impact on the project.

Include the following information:

· Item/Vendor/Qty/Cost

· Purpose

· Additional Information                                                                                                                    

· Marketing:   
Include all photocopying and other printing costs associated with publicity and any printed discussion or follow-up materials.

Include the following information:

· Item/Merchant/Qty/Cost

· Purpose

· Additional Information                 
· Other:
Include costs necessary for the completion of the project not normally placed in the above categories.


Include the following information:
· Name/Item (Vendor)

· Service/Purpose/No. of Days/Qty & Cost

· Additional Information  
Required Documentation

Required documentation provides vital information on the identity of the applicant, the project, project goals, and how and by whom project goals will be implemented.

Application packets must include:

· Signed application (including the budget summation and budget justification)
· A table of contents (listing each item as placed in the application packet under the heading of required or supporting documentation)
· Project Narrative

· Résumé for project coordinator (one page maximum)

· Participation Acknowledgement Form listing team members
· Articles of incorporation, a certificate of non-profit status, or an occupational- business license, whichever might apply

In addition, preservation funding requests must also include:
· A map illustrating the location of the property or research site

· Documentation confirming listing or eligibility for listing on the National Register of Historic Places

· 4 x 6 color photographs displaying frontal, side, and back views of the project structure or proposed project area , if applicable

· Three estimated bid proposals for the project

Note:  Applicants must also provide color copies of each photograph in ten application packet copies submitted for review.  Ideally, photos should accompany each application packet copy in an envelope.  All photographs should be considered public domain and will not be returned to the applicant
Supporting Documentation
Supporting documentation provides additional information about the project and its participants. 
Supporting documentation may include:

· Letters of community support for the project

· Illustrations, plans, or documentation that may contribute to an understanding of the project’s importance or the way in which the project will be carried out
SUBMISSION PROCESS

Submission Rules

The following rules exist to ensure each applicant has a fair and reasonable opportunity to have their proposal reviewed for funding.  

Submission rules include:

· Complete application packages must reach the National Heritage Area office no later than 5:00 p.m. CST on Monday, April 13, 2009.  No exceptions made
· Faxed, emailed, or handwritten applications will not be accepted

· Applicants may submit one complete application packet per funding type
· Application packets should be paper clipped and not bound or stapled 
· Incomplete applications are deemed ineligible and will not be submitted for review.  An application is considered incomplete if it is missing the cover page, narrative, budget, or required documentation.

· Applicants must provide one unbound original and ten copies of each submitted application packet.  Complete application packets not accompanied by 10 full copies will not be submitted for review.

· Applications must be signed by an authorized official.  
Applicants should note that submitting a signed application to the heritage area constitutes:

· Verification that the applicant has read and understands the information contained and

· Assurance that the applicant will comply with all rules, regulations, laws, terms, and conditions in the guidelines, and cooperative agreement.  The original application and approved budget are part of the Cooperative Agreement.

Deadline
Submit a complete application packet by 5:00 p.m. CST (Central Standard Time) on the date indicated in the Funding Calendar section to the following address:

Attn:  Katherine Johnson, Grants Administration

Cane River National Heritage Area

452 Jefferson Street, Suite 150

Natchitoches, LA 71457

For additional information contact:
Katherine Johnson

(318) 356-5555

kjohnson@caneriverheritage.org
FUNDING INSTRUMENT
Provisions of Funding Award

Cooperative Agreements (CA) are the funding instruments used for projects that are awarded funds.  It is the formal contractual agreement between the individual or organization receiving the award and the national heritage area.  

The Cooperative Agreement…
· establishes the amount of the grant award; defines the project requirements; grant conditions; and distinguishes the project scope of work.  (All project requirements and grant conditions apply to awarded funds and any cash or in-kind match).
· remains in effect for a period of one year.  (Under special circumstances a cooperator may qualify for a project extension).

· requires the cooperator to use awarded funds in the manner specifically detailed in the CA.  Funds spent prior to execution of the CA do not qualify for reimbursement.

· requires the cooperator to comply with all local, state and federal regulations concerning the project such as the National Historic Preservation Act; National Environmental Policy Act; Natchitoches National Historic Landmark District ordinances; and any other applicable laws.

Placement:  Placing new features on Cane River’s historic landscape can have a significant impact on the existing resources.  

Make design decisions that preserve open space and historic land uses along the river, roads and adjacent historic sites by:

· Incorporating open lawns, vegetative buffers, allèes, orchards and native plantings along major thoroughfares and waterways allows for denser development on a property’s interior.

· The density of development and the proximity of structures to one  another will be a factor in determining the success of maintaining rural  character

Style:  The architectural style of new developments work best when there is a precedent for the particular style to be incorporated.  French Creole architecture is a style that was developed on Cane River and other areas of Louisiana and should be considered. 

In rural Louisiana, French Creole cottages were numerous and can still be found today. Using elements of this archetype, this cottage style can be adapted for use in new developments
Three types of Creole homes are found in the Cane River National Heritage Area:
· Creole Cottage – This galleried one-story house style does not have hallways and features a cabinet/loggia range in place of a rear gallery. 
· Raised Creole Plantation House – This two-story style is the most well-known of Louisiana’s Creole architecture.
· Creole Townhouse –This type of home, built in the town of Natchitoches, featured an L-shaped, multi-story form, a rear courtyard and the front facade placed adjacent to the sidewalk. The first floor was used for commercial trade and the upper stories were living quarters.  

Scale:  Development of rural land in the heritage area requires thought in regards to the scale of the proposed streets, lot setbacks, structures, and the open space between them becomes important in maintaining landscape character. 

· Consider the scale of nearby plantation homes, cottages, farm buildings, cotton gins and other historic and cultural structures when making decisions about the size and scale of new buildings and their proximity to each other.

Materials:  The use of readily available, locally crafted materials and recycled materials for building housing and structures in rural landscapes is a time-honored tradition in Louisiana.  Such activities give tribute to historic precedent and contribute to the authenticity of structures.  Consider using the following materials in new developments:
· Used brick, old wood beams, recycled doors, used siding, beaded boards, gravel, and asphalt.
Attachment 1

Attachment 2
 Eligible match sources


Related to a specific project request


Used for costs allowable under these guidelines


Specifically identified as line items in the approved grant budget.


Long-term maintenance properties





 Ineligible match sources


Federal funds from any source


Funds for prizes, purchase awards, or food and drink


Funds used to match grants from other federal sources


Construction of new buildings


Fund-raising costs








                                              Ineligible Activities


Development of new landscapes such as gardens, parks, recreational.


Work completed on projects prior to activation of a Cooperative Agreement


Lobbying or efforts to influence legislation of any type.


Projects used as conduits for re-granting funds.


Long-term maintenance


Moving historic properties


Construction of new buildings


Fund-raising costs








Appeals Process


The application review process has been carefully designed around funding objectives which provide the applicant every reasonable opportunity to relate its project goals to the vision of the Commission.  The Competitive Awards Program does not participate in an appeals process.  As such, all funding decisions are final.

















                                            Ineligible Applicants


Federally funded agencies usually aren’t eligible to apply.  Individuals and/or organizations applying for preservation funding may not apply without a determination letter from the State Historic Preservation Office.











Note:  Complete Participation Acknowledgement Forms must accompany submitted application packet for each project team member
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Cultural Landscapes 


How To Apply:  A Simplified Process


Historic Sites:  Landscape significant for its association with a historic event, activity, or person. Examples include battlefields and president's house properties.


Historic Designed Landscapes:  A landscape that was consciously designed or laid out by a landscape architect, master gardener, architect, or horticulturist may be associated with a significant person(s), trend, or event in landscape architecture; or illustrate an important according to design principles, or an amateur gardener working in a recognized style or tradition. 

Aesthetic values play a significant role in designed landscapes. Examples include parks, campuses, and estates.

Historic Vernacular Landscapes:  A landscape that evolved through use by the people whose activities or occupancy shaped that landscape. Through social or cultural attitudes of an individual, family or a community, the landscape reflects the physical, biological, and cultural character of those everyday lives. Function plays a significant role in vernacular landscapes. They can be a single property such as a farm or a collection of properties such as a district of historic farms along a river valley. Examples include rural villages, industrial complexes, and agricultural landscapes.

Ethnographic Landscapes:  A landscape containing a variety of natural and cultural resources that associated people define as heritage resources. Examples are contemporary settlements, religious sacred sites and massive geological structures. Small plant communities, animals, subsistence and ceremonial grounds are often components.


How To Apply:  A Simplified Process


Cultural Landscape Concepts


The competitive grants program supports projects that are based on one or more of the following concepts:


Context:  Consider the appearance of existing roads, driveways, buildings, yards, fences and plantings.   New construction should take into account:


· Protection of Views—Consider what the view from the road, river and next to historic properties will look like?


· Site Planning—Incorporate design elements which preserve distinctive characteristics.  Include open space in the design.


· Roads and Driveways—Concrete or asphalt are the best choices for new construction.


· Entrances—Consider using an existing structure or reusing materials from a historic building.  Avoid using brick or stone masonry.
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Placement:  Placing new features on Cane River’s historic landscape can have a significant impact on the existing resources.  


Make design decisions that preserve open space and historic land uses along the river, roads and adjacent historic sites by:


· Incorporating open lawns, vegetative buffers, allèes, orchards and native plantings along major thoroughfares and waterways allows for denser development on a property’s interior.


· The density of development and the proximity of structures to one  another will be a factor in determining the success of maintaining rural  character


Style:  The architectural style of new developments work best when there is a precedent for the particular style to be incorporated.  French Creole architecture is a style that was developed on Cane River and other areas of Louisiana and should be considered. 


In rural Louisiana, French Creole cottages were numerous and can still be found today. Using elements of this archetype, this cottage style can be adapted for use in new developments

Three types of Creole homes are found in the Cane River National Heritage Area:

· Creole Cottage – This galleried one-story house style does not have hallways and features a cabinet/loggia range in place of a rear gallery. 

· Raised Creole Plantation House – This two-story style is the most well-known of Louisiana’s Creole architecture.

· Creole Townhouse –This type of home, built in the town of Natchitoches, featured an L-shaped, multi-story form, a rear courtyard and the front facade placed adjacent to the sidewalk. The first floor was used for commercial trade and the upper stories were living quarters.  


Scale:  Development of rural land in the heritage area requires thought in regards to the scale of the proposed streets, lot setbacks, structures, and the open space between them becomes important in maintaining landscape character. 


· Consider the scale of nearby plantation homes, cottages, farm buildings, cotton gins and other historic and cultural structures when making decisions about the size and scale of new buildings and their proximity to each other.


Materials:  The use of readily available, locally crafted materials and recycled materials for building housing and structures in rural landscapes is a time-honored tradition in Louisiana.  Such activities give tribute to historic precedent and contribute to the authenticity of structures.  Consider using the following materials in new developments:

· Used brick, old wood beams, recycled doors, used siding, beaded boards, gravel, and asphalt.
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