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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED ;.E_ORIGINAL SITE
XGooDp —RUINS A ALTERED —MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The structurce is a two-story reinforced concrate, brick and
structural steel building with a painted stucco ~xterior and a terra cotta
tile and composition roof. Originally design~d to contain a theator, ratail
shops and apartments, there have beean no substantial alterations to the
design format from its original construction. 'hile thers have boen minor
modi fications to the strect level shop frontage, L, A, Smith's original
Moorish motif is still clecarly 2vidant,

Th~ original marque~, a two-line reader board fraturing the
white glass and tin changrable letters, was roaplaczd sometim~ in the "0's
by a larger, thre2-line three-face neon moderne/art deco marquze to provide
a more affective space for the display requirements of the 0's,

Tha theatre intorior prasently seats 1143 ocople with 770
on th2 ground floor and the remainder in the balcony. Thz Southwest
Bui lder & Contractor, 8/29/192% said: “Theaater, stores, apartments ...
The Yast Coast Theatoers, Inc, and C, L. Langley, associates ..... have
announc~d the ~rection of a $770,000 theater, storm and apartment building
at Faiaks nd Oxlzy 3t., South Pasad~na ..... 1600 seat theater.'' In all
likelihood th~r= war~ navar more than 1200 scats, The interior is a lavish
axample of L, A, Smith's flambuoyant ~clecticism in ~xpression of moorish
fantasy. Th» intecrior remains in qgood shape with no scerious alterations,
The stagn, about 30 fect dh2p is adequately designed for legitimate theater
with dr=ssing rooms under and an orchestra pit out front, The scanery loft
remains intact although there has beeon no stage performance since the carly

s0's,
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—1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _.ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 L ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
~-1700-1799 X_ART —.ENGINEERING Amusic X _THEATER
—1800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION
%-1900- __COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 192+ BUILDER/ARCHITECT L. A. smith, architect
1925 ‘im, G, Reed, builder

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although L. A. Smith designed about 15 or more theatres in
a very short time, the Rialto is now one of a dwindling handful remaining
at this time., It is on2 of the best prrserved oxamples of this prolific
architect's work, [t was designed in 192 and built in 1925 by Yilliam
G. Reed for “Mest Coast Theatr=s, It is significant that they chose to
build in South Pasadena and only lzased theatrzs in Pasadena. ‘then it
opened in 1925, its policy was to run a feature length film and prasent
vaudevillae on Thursdays and Saturdays in addition to the Motion Picture.
The Rialto was a try out stage for new vaudoville talant prodiced by
Fanchon and Marco. Many porformers enterad the vaudeville circuit hera,
moving on to Fanchon and Marco's top house, the Paramount in Los Anjclas,
Jeneral admission was 20¢, logns wera 0¢; children under 12 got in for a
dime.

In a “ow yoars vaudaville was replaced by twice weckly
matinee performances of the Charles Royal Players in such plays as
""Charlia's “unt', '"Peg 0 My H-art' and "'The Qutcast'', plus a feature
film. In the carly 50's the Rialto reosumed vaudeville and succeaded in
attracting the Orpheum Theater's musical conductor, a man namcd Franken-
stain, to join the Rialte, VYithin a fuv months a backstage fire closad
the therater for a fow months and nzith:r vaudaville nor live drama ~voer
roturned.  For about ton years, baginning in the middic 73's, the Rialto
had an interesting distinction: rach vi:ar vvhon the academy awards were
announcad for tho brst picturs of the year, it was already olaying at the
time at the Rialto.

Th: original drcorative art on the walls and czilings is
ia romarkably goou shape. The stage is still cquippea with the oriqinal
rac¢ and gold house curtains 3s w211 as the original asbestos curtain,

The cterior vortical main sign appears to boe the original.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
PARCIL 1 Lots 11 snd 12 in Block "G' of Raymond Yilla Tract No. 1, as pr map
w~rzcord - in Dook 1 Pag~ Sl of Mans, in the offic- of th county rocordrr of said
“county.
IPARCEL 2: That portion of Lots 1, 2, and in 3lock 46" of the Paymond Yilla
Tract Ho, 1, 25 por map recordad in Book 1 Pag: 91 of Mans, in the office of
tha county rccord:r of said county, described as follows: (5.~ continuation shant)

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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EEASTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL . STATE ____ tocaL _X_

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law B9-665). |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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5Z0GRAPHICAL DATH

3cginning 2t 1 2oint in the Northorly line of Conter Street, now £l Centro
Strest, at a paint "6 feat Zastarly from the intorsaction of the Hortherly
line of Crntor Strect, now 1 Contro Street, with the ZSasterly line of Mound
Avanun, as shown on <aid map; thence Hortherly parallel with the said Fasterly
line of Mound Avanes to the Northerly lins of said Lot °; th-ner Fasteorly
along said linec -0 foor to 1 point distant "6 f-~t “'estarly from the North-
»astarly cornar of said Lot 25 thi'nc: Southarly on a lin~ parall-l with th»
Tasterly ltincs ©f caid Lots 1, 2, and ' to the Hortherly line 9f Conter Strent,
now 1 Contro Strect, 7) “oot Lo the point of bkeqginning,
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