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condition

—EXCELLENT

_FAIH

_DETERIORATED
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_UNEXPOSED

CHECK ONE

—UNALTERED

^-ALTERED

CHECK ONE

'.LoRIGINAL SITE

—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The structure is a two-story reinforced concrete, brick and

structural steel building v/ith a painted stucco exterior and a terra cotta

tile and composition roof. Originally designed to contain a theater, retail

shops and apartments, there have been no substantial alterations to the

design format from its original construction, '.'hi 1 g there have been minor

modifications to the street level shop frontage, L. A. Smith's original

Mioorish motif is still clearly evident.

The original marquee, a two-line reader board featuring the

white glass and tin changeable letters, was replaced sometime in the ^O's

by a larger, three-line three-face neon moderne/art deco marquee to provide

a more effective space for the display requirements of the 0*5,

The theatre interior presently seats 11^3 people v/ith 7r0

on th» ground floor and the remainder in the balcony. The Southwest

Builder & Contractor, 8/29/192^ said: "Theater, stores, apartments ....

The v'est Coast Theaters, Inc. and C. L. Langley, associates have

announced the erection of a $?.r0,000 theater, store nnd apartment building

at FaiiO>aks nnd Or.ley St., South Pasadena 1600 seat theater." In all

likelihood there were never more than 1300 seats. The interior is a lavish

example of L. A. Smith's flambuoyant eclecticism in expression of moorish

fantasy. The interior remains in good shape v/ith no serious alterations.

The stage, ibout 30 feet deep is adequately designed for legitimate theater

with dressing rooms under and an orchestra pit out front. The scenery loft

remains intact although there has been no stage performance since the early
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El SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD

—PREHISTORIC

_1400-1499

—1500-1599

— 1600-1699

_ 1700-1799

— 1800-1899

K-1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC

_ARGHEOLOGYHISTORIC

—AGRICULTURE

-^-ARCHITECTURE

X-ART

—COMMERCE

—COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING

—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS

—EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

—LAW

—LITERATURE

—MILITARY

iiMUSIC

—PHILOSOPHY

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—sculpture

—social/humanitarian

•Ltheater

—transportation

—other (specify)

SPECIFIC DATES '92''
19':

BUILDER/ARCHITECT L. A. Smith, architect
'/m. G. Read, bui Ider

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although L. A. Smith designed about 15 or more theatres in

a very ^hort time, the Rial to is now one of a dwindling handful remaining

at this time. It is one of the best preserved examples of this prolific

architect's work. It v/as designed in 192;r and built in 1925 by William

G. Reed for Vest Coast Theatres. It is significant that they chose to

build in South Pasadena and only leased theatres in Pasadena. V'hen it

opened in 1925, its policy was to run a feature length film and present

vaudeville on Thursdays and Saturdays in addition to the Motion Picture.

Tho Rialto wa.> .i try out stage for new vaudeville talent produced by

performers entered the vaudeville circuit here,

Marco's top ho;.o>o, the Paramount in Los Anjelos.

, logos were '0<;; children under 12 got in for a

Fanchon and Marco. Many

moving on to Fanchon and

General admission was JO

d i me.

In a rn/ y ars vaudeville was replaced by twice weekly

matinoe performances of the Charles Royal Players in such plays as

"Charlie's "unt", "Peg 0 My Heart" and "The Outcast", plus a feature

film. In the early jO's the Rial to resumed vaudeville and succeeded in

attracting the Orphoum Theater's musical conductor, a man named Franken-

:>t~in, to join tho Rial to. l/ithin a f.:w months a backstage fire closed

the thoatar for a few months and neither vaudeville nor live drama -vor

returned. For about ton years, beginning in the middle fO' 5, the .lialto

had an interesting distinction: %nch y■-..ir when tho academy awards '-zero

-jnnounc^d for tho bost pictur:; of tho year, it wgs already playing at the

time -it tho uial to.

Th<i original c'^corative art on the vails ind coil ings is

i,i r.markably yoou shapj. Tho ..tag^ is still .quipped with tho original

roc end gold house curtains as mil as the original asbestos curtain.

The 'interior vortical main sign appear^ to bo the original.
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HSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATEO SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL _i_

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service
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<■ n. .-

title State Historic Preservation Officer date 1/17/78
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