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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The present Harvey House Railroad Depot structure has its origin in the
early railroad history of the southwest.

Barstow, then Waterman Junction, came into being as a result of a series of
railroad company sales, mergers and acquisitions. Atlantic & Pacific Rail
road was a subsidiary of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe. C. P. Huntingtok
Southern Pacific Railroad was sold to Atlantic & Pacific, which included
trackage from Needles to Mojave, in 1884. California Southern Railroad went
bankrupt laying track through the Cajon Pass and was acquired by the Atlanti
& Pacific Railroad. This combination of companies completed the laying of
track from San Bernardino through the Cajon Pass, to Waterman Junction in
the summer of 1885. Waterman Junction was promptly renamed Barstow, after
William Barstow Strong, a former president of the Atlantic & Pacific
Railroad.

Wood was apparently the practical building material of the 1880fs and in
1885 a wooden depot building and a wooden restaurant and hotel building were
constructed at the track site in Barstow, California. The Santa Fe Overland
train was made up of wooden passenger cars as well. In 1893, Fred Harvey
founder and operator of the Santa Fe Harvey Houses, by verbal agreement
took over the operation of all hotels and restaurants on the Santa Fe line
it may be assumed then, the wooden restaurant and hotel, built in 1885 in
Barstow, became its first Harvey House in 1893.

During the year of 1908, the wooden Harvey House burned.
House Depot buildings were constructed in 1910-1913.

The present Harvey

JJ*! Harvey Hou8e combination of excellent food and excellent service
rovided by the pretty and efficient Harvey Girls is well rooted in the
history and development of the Old West.

The Fred Harvey Hotels and Restaurants were a unique adjunct of the Santa Fe
Railroad. Fred Harvey's role in improving the quality and service of food
along the rail lines has been described as "the greatest civilizing
nfluence in the West." Prior to the founding of the first Harvey House
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Restaurant passengers often had to endure poor quality food and rushed
service at the few eating places that were available at railroad stops
The custom usually was to hold the train for a few minutes while passengers
bolted the fare of the day. Irregular train schedules, poor spacing of
stops, and poor quality food were sources of considerable irritation.

The Santa Fe made its first real efforts to provide suitable eating facili
ties in Topeka In 1872. Apparently this early venture was successful and
Santa Fe recognized the need for this type of service. This first lunch
room was sold to Fred Harvey in 1876. The new proprietor brought to^he
operation a totally new image. Under Harvey's ownership, the establishment
was clean; the food and service were excellent and prices were moderate
As word of the newly improved service spread the patronage of the small
lunch counter increased rapidly.

One year later, in 1877, Fred Harvey took over another eating establishment
at Florence, Kansas. Again, Harvey's flair for quality and service proved
to make the operation a success. Working arrangements between Harvey and
Santa Fe were laid down in a contract dated January 1, 1878. The hotel at
Florence was leased to Harvey for five years rent free with the provision
that a reasonable standard of service would be provided. Generally the
agreement was that Santa Fe would supply the buildings and Fred Harvey
would equip them. The railroad then also provided basic necessities such as
coax, ice, and water.

Harvey's chain of hotels and restaurants began to expand very rapidly and
took on the form of a combined establishment. The public demand was so
great that Santa Fe began providing additional Harvey Houses. By 1883
Fred Harvey assumed exclusive control of all meal service on the Santa*Fe

SaTa FP f^Vi ?T°\ HarV6y HOU8e8 Were 8° -ccessful « this r^ th!t
Santa Fe officials decided to introduce the service on their lines to the
West Coast. The typical Harvey House of this early period of operation was

£L^TliCr^iiOllt USUally With the ra±lroad ■""» under thlsa^ r^ofThe hotel facilities were provided at only about half of the early suL
The lunchrooms were designed primarily to serve passengers, but Sso were
supported by local trade. Harvey's operation operated at an extrem^lv hl-h
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customers as they got off the train. The popularity of the Harvey Houses
was aided by the Harvey Girls. These waitresses were recruited in the
eastern states; most were young and attractive. They were given rigorous

salfth8^ rS **?* ** PreCl8i°n aBd taCt' and 1C c*n be ^«any
travelers. * "U8 * qU<lllty dlnln8 exPerlence ^ railroad

The early Harvey Houses of the 1890's were built for a maximum of utility and
a minimum of capital outlay. However, with new management in the Santa Fe
Railroad, a noticeable change took place In the Harvey Houses after 19So
Beginning about 1900 the Santa Fe engaged the finest architectural taW to
S! 7 "T8^ 8tatlon8' The "ew buildings were built £1

to Mary E. J. interiors went
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The present Harvey House has survived remarkably Intact to the present day

It is an outstanding statement of the type of railroad depot-hotel-restaurant
combinations made famous by Santa Fe around the turn of the century. It is
one of the last surviving examples of the old Harvey Houses. It is, unfortu
nately, threatened at the present by demolition for proposed expansion of
Santa Fe Railroad yards in the city of Bars tow.
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NAME AND TITLE:

Michael Bellomy - Engineering Aide

ORGANIZATION

City of Barstow - Planning Department
.. OAT5 July, 1974

(Revi3ed December, 197)4)
STREET AND NUMBER:

220 E. Mountain View Avenue

CITY OR TOWN:

Barstow
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NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

National Q State. j[] Local □

Name

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

D-jfe

ATTEST:

Title State Historic Preservation Offi<

Date FEB 1 3 1975

Keeper olliTrV; National Reg

Date

CPO 931-89 4
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Harvey House
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San Bernardino California

PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT DATE OF PHOTO 1910

negative filed at City of Barstow, 220 E. Mountain View, Barstow, California 92311

IDENTIFICATION
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Harvey House and depot under construction, 'iew looking north
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View of Harvey House, looking northeast.
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