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E3 DESCRIPTION

CONDITION* CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

_RUINS

.EXCELLENT _DE«R»OftATED _UNALTER«> ^ORIGINAL SITE
XaLTCREO —MOVED OATt.

_FAIR

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Constructed of brick, hollow tile, and concrete, the Aatec Hotel is a
two-story and basement hotel and shop structure with a salmon-colored
sheathing of atueco. The floor plan is L-shaped which allows for a large
outside courtyard in the northwest comer. The first floor is composed of
six stores, the hotel lobby, kitchen, and dining room, and four apartments.
The upper floor contains 36 hotel rooms and an additional four apartments.

The most striking feature of the hotel is the Mayan art and architect

ural. th*«^ which is carried out in the interior and exterior; The facade
consists "of a row of storefronts extending several feet forward from the
face of the two-story structure. Along the roofline of both levels are
stepped projections, square spires, and geometric designs reminiscent of
Mayan pyramids and art in Mexico. Ornate detailing around the hotel entrance,

between several of the storefronts, and on the building comers add to the
overall effect. This architectural styling is also carried out in the
interior with similarly carved panels, and a plethora of murals, mosaics,

and reliefs of Mayan art.

Alterations to the hotel have been very minimal. On the facade, the

numerous neon signs have changed to meet the needs of the current tenants.
Some of the glass-paned display windows have been replaced asd the original
stucco foundation beneath these display windows has been replaced with
brick laid in stretcher bond. Several minor changes have been made in the

interior but have not substantially altered the original appearance.

The hotel is situated on the .corner of a commercial street w4.th a..

large residential section directly behind it.
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BUiLOEfVAPCHiTEcr Robert Stacy-Judd

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

When it opened on September 5, 1925, the Aztec Hotel was not only the
moat ornate hotel in the city of Monrovia, it was also the completion of
the first architectural attempt to apply the principles of Mayan art and
architecture to modern American buildings. The hotel waa designed by Los
Angeles architect Robert B. Stacy-Judd who attributed the inspiration for
this design to John L. Stephen's Incidents of Travel in Central America.
Chiapas and Yucatan (1841)* a work which expounded on the importance of
the Hayan contributions to architecture and included a number of engravings

by Fredrick Catherwood. The misnomer "Aztec" was given to the structure •

by Stacy-Judd because he believed that the general public was better

acquainted with that tribe than with the Mayan culture.

Because of the modest budget for construction of the hotel, Stacy-
Judd had to discard balance and yet form a continuity of Mayan motifs. On

the faoade of the hotel he located moat of the ornamentation along the

rooflines, on the building corners, and around the entrance structure to

the lobby. He Included a mass of Mayan mosaics, murals, and reliefs in the

interior to continue the theme carried out on the exterior. Stacy-Judd

also made sure that the furniture which would complete the lobby and dining
room had Aztec, Toltec, and Inca designs which were compatible with the
rest of the interior. Even the electrical fixtures exhibited the Mayan

motif.

The publicity associated with the completion of the hotel spurred an
alnost immediate response. Structures such as the Kayan Theater in Los

Angeles, the Beach and Yacht Club in La Jolla, the Mayan Hotel in Kansas
City, and a number of residences in Southern California, as well as across
the nation, were highly influenced by the design of the Aztec Hotel. Many

new companies sprouted up manufacturing furniture, tile, fixture, and other

items of Mayan influence. However, the Mayan style proved to be a short

lived phenomena as it had effectively died out by the end of the 1920'e.

Although its influence as an architectural'prototype passed quickly,
the Aztec Hotel remained as Monrovia's premier hostelry and an architectural

curiosity in the area. It has never been significantly altered and is today

the most highly visible landmark in the city and the first of a very few
remaining Mayan-styled buildings in the United States.
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Monrovia Daily Hews, august 25, 1925.

Loa Angelea Times. September 6, 1925, V, p. 2.

Architect & Engineer. May, 1926, pp. 55-64: November, 1933, p. 38.

Pacific Coast Architect. November, 1926, pp. 26-31. (cont.)
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

A lot commencing at the northwest corner of Foothill Blvd. and Maunolla Ave
extending 176• northward along Magnolia, then 157' westward, then 176' *'
southward to Foothill Blvd, and then 157* along Foothill to the original
point.
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_ Tom Sitton Curatorial Asaiatant

DATi

Anp*1fta fio»nt.v Museum of Mat.ti»-»1 fflintorv Septamb«r Hi ^977
NUMBED TELCPHONE

900 Exposition Blvd. 746-0410 x241
TV OR TOWN . -"—. . . STATI " ■

Loa Angelea California

Estate historic preservation officer certification
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL

As the designated 6toie Historic Prasetwation Officer Iqt the National Historic Preservation Act ol 1906 tPublic Lawd9-665)"l

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in tha National Register and certify that it has bmn evaluated according to the

criteria and procedures tat forth by the National Park Service. , ,....-. ...
■ # ..
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TITLE • ' DATE
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I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER ■.
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DIRECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
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KEEPER OF THE NAT IONAL REGISTER

CO 0M.43J
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