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PARK SERVICE, LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS TO PRESENT
AREA PRESERVATION RESEARCH TO THE COMMUNITY

Several area preservation organizations, including the National
Park Service, will showcase summer 2004 preservation and
research projects during two events set for July 28 and August
11.

The July 28 “Preservation in Your Community”
event will feature presentations by researchers and summer
interns from the National Center for Preservation Technology
and Training. The event begins at 6 p.m. with a reception at
NCPTT’s Lee H. Nelson Hall in Natchitoches. Among the
projects to be featured is research on materials to help conserve
stone building materials from the effects of weather and
pollution.

Additionally, the event will debut an exhibit titled
“Preserving Memory: America’s Monumental Legacy.” The
exhibit was created by Save Outdoor Sculpture! to showcase
efforts around the United States to preserve the nation’s
significant cache of outdoor sculpture. NCPTT, which was home
to Louisiana’s SOS! initiative, is the state’s only venue to host
this exhibit.

“Our summer projects demonstrate that the
Natchitoches area is making an important contribution to
preservation,” Kirk Cordell, executive director of NCPTT, said.
“We hope the community will join us as we share what we’ve
learned and how our efforts will make an impact on both a local
and national scale.”

The second event will take place on August 11 at 5
p.m. on Ducournau Square. It will feature the Historic American
Buildings Survey (HABS) documentation of Front Street. The
HABS team’s architectural drawings of Front Street will be on
display for viewing.

“These summer projects are driven by our community’s
preservation needs and local input,” said Nancy Morgan,
director of the Cane River National Heritage Area Commission.

“We take this time each year to let the community know about
some of the important preservation projects we have going on in
their own back yard.”

Previously, the Cane River National Heritage Area
Commission, the Cane River Creole National Historical Park,
HABS and NCPTT jointly sponsored the HABS architectural
and photo documentation of many properties in the community,
including Magnolia Plantation and the Texas and Pacific Railway
Depot. This year, the Natchitoches Historic Development
Commission joins past sponsors in hosting a four person
team for 12 weeks. The team consists of a historian and three
architects, including an ICOMOS intern from Romania.

This summer also marks the conclusion of research,
documentation and conservation efforts at the American
Cemetery in Natchitoches by National Park Service partners. The
project included documentation of grave markers, archeological
excavation, and fence installation. NCPTT sponsored the
internship of San Francisco-based conservator Nadina Reusmann
for a second year to continue the conservation of the cemetery’s
monuments. Ruesmann has joined five other NCPTT summer
interns who hail from locations including Texas, Louisiana,
North Carolina and Canada.

Organizations involved with Preservation in Your
Community efforts include Cane River Creole National
Historical Park, Cane River National Heritage Area Commission,
Historic American Buildings Survey, Natchitoches Main Street,
Natchitoches Historic District Development Commission,
National Center for Preservation Technology and Training and
Save Outdoor Sculpture.

The National Center for Preservation Technology and
Training is located in Nelson Hall, 645 College Avenue on the
NSU campus. For more information, call (318) 356-7444.
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